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ent, mows his way through the colorful leaves that - e

~ Register Staff Writer

asked the U.S. District Court to

1|)ns’t drug abuSe

"eek"’ ~‘ ‘ i Donna Clark the youth Thinis-
t, teens'bought‘that “ter at St. Paul AME church in
selves Richmond, said she attended be-

cause she had “some real con-
. cemns about the alcohol and drug

problem that wedo: have that
.; people don’t want to a,ccept in the
{’." community.”.
... She sald: her church members
were aware of the problems — in
large: part becauise her church is
i located in an . area-where drug
ol ‘t and alcohol %ml&mw readlly

blnge on alcohol',

:1 pastor Fred 'Hood
relating  his'experi-
mg spearhead Lex-
¢ halfway  house. for
)herd ‘House. .
d; many obstaéles
tered on'the. path to
pherd House, . "

‘,i-people with substance
one “of dependencies

peoplc’ln .this.coun- - . . However he said hé is “person-
§tvhand» experlence ally energized” with “the idea that
1o]lc dndencouraged ' churches can' come' together” to

1t to take an active
ng to help treat, de-
vent the problem.;v

- help the community solve signif-
“icant problems.
- “Were not alone he sald

e AT N

City sued

for handlcap
access plan

by TIM JONES _

A former Richmond resident
has flled a federal suit in Lexing-
ton asking the court to force -
Richmond to create a schedule
for equipping public facilities to
accommodate disabled persons.

David G. Miller, a paraplegic,

order Richmond to create a sche-

dule for compliance with.the,:
Americans with Disabilities Act. -

written 'schedule for making -

* bulldings and sldewalks handl- |

cap accessible.

Miller, who ge}ttempted to flle a
$3 million lawsit against the city -
in Madison Circuit Court in June
1991, filed suit in U.S. District
Court yesterday.

Abell; in a phone interview
with the Register this morning,
said the suit asks the court to
force the city to develop a sche-

“dule under the Americans with

Disabilities Act. The complaint,
according to the attorney, is that
Richmond has no schedule for
compliance with the program. -
Abell said Miller does not ask
for any money in the suit.
In June 1991, Miller appeared

before the Richmond City Com-

mission and asked the commis-
sion to meet a list of demands. If

the city did ;not meet the de-

‘mands, Miller said he would file a

. federa) lawsulit, .

In his. demands MMlller asked
for a $200,000 personal cash set- .

 tlement. He also'asked the city to -

make all bridges and sldewalks

area opemngj e:ettw

 different public recreatlonal op- o

by TIM JONES -

~ handicap- accesstble, to: create a
“handicap foundation and give -

-$100,000 to the Parks and Recre-
ation Department to use for the
handicapped and the elderly.

During that commission meet-
ing last year, City Manager Ed
Worley said- Miller's- proposal

“borders . almost on extortion.”
“The city did not pay. Miller the
' money and the $3 mllllon lawsult

remairied unﬁled

- Worley, interviewed thls morn- -
lng. said the’ clty takes the ADA .
According to Miller's attorney, " ‘v regulations “very:seriously.” .‘
| Robert, L, Abell of Lexington, |

* Miller wants the ‘city to have a

‘Richmond has’ appolnted an‘ADA:
tcoordinator. co-coordinator: and :
committee, ‘and  has: taken the’
_necessary steps.to make the'city
handicap accesslble. {
manager said.
. City Hall has set up an audiov.
{sual system so persons who can
not get to the City Commission’”
chambers on the elevator can di
rectly interact with the.commis
sion and the mayor from the firs 5
floor, he satd, The city, has:al
Installed an emergency. service
for persons with speech and

hearing tmpediments and has/ 0

made the downtown area acces::
sible to the handicapped through
1ts revitalization efforts, he said. ge
Dawn Lewis, the city’
director and a memb

n’
said the city decided to make the
downtown accessible, Lewis; said ;

Ing the project.
- The - project flnlshedw ;
November, widened the;sidew.
alks to accomquate wheel

‘chalrs -and; replacedste
ramps. Lewtsf sald

portunities at one recreational
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